
Conference activities will take place in or around the Columbia Ballroom unless otherwise noted 

Friday, October 2 

3:00 – 8:00pm Registration/Information Desk Open 
Columbia Foyer 

5:30 – 6:30pm Welcome Cocktail Reception in Exhibit Hall 
Columbia Foyer 

6:30 – 8:00pm Event Kickoff & Dinner Program  
Panelists: Meredith Hirsh, Beth Simpson MD 
Moderator: Tyler Surratt 
Sponsored by House Rx 

Saturday, October 3 

7:00am   Registration/Information Desk Open 
Columbia Foyer 

7:00 – 8:00am Breakfast Available in Exhibit Hall 
Columbia Foyer 

8:00 – 8:30am Welcome Address and Advocacy 201 Overview 
Aaron Broadwell, MD, FACR 

8:30 – 9:00am    Policy Pulse 2026: Federal Changes Ahead for Rheumatologists, Fireside Chat 
Matt Duckworth; Emily Graham, MSHIM, RHIA, CCS-P 

9:00 – 9:45am Charting Our Course: State Policy Wins & What’s Next 
Jessica Frasco; Darcy McLaughlin  

9:45 – 10:45am How Price Fixing and Over-Rebating Harm Patient Access 

Panelists: Michael Reilly; David Burt; Amanda Krzepicki, MPH 
Moderator: Firas Kassab, MD, FACR 

10:45 – 11:15am  Morning Break in Exhibit Hall 

2026 Advocacy Conference: Schedule of Events 

October 2-3, 2026, Washington, D.C. 
Hyatt Regency Washington on Capitol Hill 

AGENDA 

Conference activities will take place in the Columbia Ballroom, unless otherwise noted. 



Columbia Foyer 

11:15 – 12:15pm Navigating ERISA: Understanding Coverage, Utilizations Management and Policy Reforms 

Panelists: Christina Strogis; Jennifer Snow; Jonathan James 
Moderator: Robert Levin, MD 

12:15 – 1:30pm Lunch and Product Theater  
Speakers: Evan L. Siegel, MD, FACP, FACR 
Sponsored by Bristol Myers Squibb 

1:30 – 2:00pm    Afternoon Break in Exhibit Hall 
Columbia Foyer 

2:00 – 3:00pm How States and Congress Are Tackling Vertical Integration: Breaking Up the PBM 

Middlemen 

Panelists: Jennifer Snow; Jonathan James; Antonio Ciaccia 

Moderator: Madelaine Feldman, MD, FACR 

3:00 – 4:00pm    Bristol Myers Squibb Presents Start-up CEO for a Day 
Speakers: Andrew Scott, MBA; Jesse Lewis 

4:00 – 4:30pm    Closing Remarks & Final Questions 
Aaron Broadwell, MD, FACR 

4:30 – 5:00pm Annual Business Meeting  
State Society Representatives, please stay seated 

4:30 – 6:00pm Closing Reception   
Thornton Room – 11th Floor 
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