
Feb. 26, 2026 

Idaho House Health and Welfare Committee 

RE: Support for House Bill 713 

Dear Chairman Vander Woude and Members of the Committee: 

On behalf of the undersigned patient and provider organizations, we urge you to protect 
affordable and accessible health care by supporting House Bill 713 (HB 713). This 
legislation would require health plans to count third-party payments made on behalf of 
patients towards their cost sharing responsibilities including deductibles and out-of-
pocket maximums. By enacting this legislation, Idaho lawmakers can directly improve 
affordability and protect access to necessary medications reaffirming that all copays 
count and patients, not profit, come first. 

Patients across Idaho rely on financial assistance from third parties, such as drug 
manufacturers and nonprofit organizations, to afford their prescription medications. This 
assistance is especially critical for patients enrolled in high-deductible health plans or 
plans with significant out-of-pocket costs. Unfortunately, many insurers have 
implemented copay accumulator adjustment programs, which prevent them from 
counting patient assistance toward a patient’s annual deductible or out-of-pocket 
maximum. By not counting copayment assistance, it can be much harder, if not 
impossible, for patients to pay for their medications. This has a massive financial impact 
on patients with chronic illnesses who must take medications regularly to stay stable, work 
and participate in everyday life activities. Through these accumulator programs, insurers 
pocket the value of the copay assistance while still demanding the full deductible from the 
patient. 

Adherence to medications for those living with chronic illnesses is directly tied to 
affordability. Typically, individuals who qualify for copay assistance are the most 
financially vulnerable patients. When patients can afford their prescriptions, they are more 
likely to take them as prescribed, leading to better adherence and healthier outcomes. This 
can help prevent complications that often lead to the domino effect of more costly 
treatments, such as hospital stays or surgery. Further, lower cost generic medications are 
frequently nonexistent for many chronic illnesses, so copayment assistance is the only 
way to get access to medications needed to treat these diseases.   

For patients living with chronic illnesses, learning that financial assistance doesn't count 
toward their out-of-pocket costs can be devastating. Many are forced to delay or skip 
treatment entirely. Copay accumulator adjustment programs are all harmful to patients 
and drive-up patient out-of-pocket costs. As the state continues to consider opportunities 



to address affordability and access to medical treatments for patients throughout Idaho, 
we encourage you to keep in mind the real-life experiences of those living with chronic 
illnesses. HB 713 would greatly improve access to medications for Idaho patients, 
especially those most vulnerable under high-deductible plans.  

We respectfully urge you to support HB 713 and stand with Idaho patients. 

Sincerely, 

AiArthritis 
Aimed Alliance 
ALS Association 
Alliance for Patient Access 
American College of Rheumatology 
Arthritis Foundation 
Association for Clinical Oncology 
Biomarker Collaborative 
CancerCare  
Coalition of State Rheumatology Organizations  
Community Liver Alliance  
Chronic Care Policy Alliance 
Derma Care Access Network 
Diabetes Patient Advocacy Coalition 
Exon 20 Group 
Global Healthy Living Foundation 
Headache and Migraine Policy Forum 
Health Agents for America, Inc. 
HIV+Hepatitis Policy Institute 
Infusion Access Foundation 
International Cancer Advocacy Network (ican ®) 
Lupus and Allied Diseases Association, Inc. 
MET Crusaders 
MLD Foundation 
Movement Disorders Policy Coalition 
National Bleeding Disorders Foundation  
National Infusion Center Association 
National Multiple Sclerosis Society 
NRG1 Energizers 
Oncology Nursing Society 
Ovarian Cancer Research Alliance 
PDL1 Amplifieds 
Society of Utah Medical Oncologists 
Spondylitis Association of America 
Utah Hemophilia Foundation 


