March 18, 2025

Commissioner Sharon P. Clark
Kentucky Department of Insurance
P.O. Box 517

Frankfort, KY 40602-0517

RE: Public Comments on Amendment to Kentucky’s Essential Health Benefit — Benchmark Plan

Dear Commissioner Clark,

Our groups appreciate the opportunity to comment on the proposed changes to Kentucky’s Benchmark
Plan (BMP) for plan year 2027. We appreciate the inclusion of biomarker testing consistent with House
Bill 180 as a covered benefit in the BMP. This explicit clarification for the coverage of biomarker testing
will ensure more Kentuckians can access the testing needed to more accurately diagnose and treat
many conditions, including cancer.

Precision medicine uses biomarker testing to gather information about a person’s own body to prevent,
diagnose, or treat disease.! This information is found by testing a patient’s tissue, blood, or other
biospecimen for the presence of a biomarker (e.g., genetic alterations, molecular signatures). The results
of biomarker testing can help determine the treatments that will work best for a specific patient and can
also allow patients to avoid treatments that are likely to be ineffective. Currently, communities that have
been excluded including communities of color, individuals with lower socioeconomic status, rural
residents, and patients receiving care in non-academic medical centers are less likely to receive
guideline-indicated biomarker testing.234>%7

The BMP update is consistent with House Bill 180, now Chapter 77, which requires plans to cover
biomarker testing for the purpose of diagnosis, treatment, appropriate management, or ongoing
monitoring of an insured's disease or condition when the test is supported by medical and scientific
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evidence, which includes (a) Labeled indications for an FDA-approved or FDA-cleared test; (b) Indicated
tests for an FDA-approved drug; (c) Warnings and precautions on FDA-approved drug labels; (d) Centers

for Medicare and Medicaid Services national coverage determinations; (e) Medicare Administrative
Contractor local coverage determinations; (f) Nationally recognized clinical practice guidelines; or (g)

Consensus statements.

Ensuring appropriate access to comprehensive biomarker testing will open advances in precision
medicine to more Kentuckians. We appreciate your work to ensure that plans comply with the
requirements of House Bill 180. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the American

Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN) Kentucky government relations director Doug Hogan at

doug.hogan@cancer.org.

Sincerely,
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