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March 5, 2026

On behalf of the Coalition of State Rheumatology Organizations (CSRO), we are
writing to request your immediate attention to the attached letter regarding a
PEEHIP retiree enrolled in the Humana Medicare Advantage plan who is being
denied continued access to Cosentyx (secukinumab), despite being clinically
stable on this therapy.

As outlined in the attached correspondence, the step-therapy requirements
being applied in this case involve medications that are either not approved for
the patient’s condition or are contraindicated. Additionally, this denial appears
to conflict with the continuity-of-care and utilization-management protections
in the 2024 Medicare Advantage and Part D Final Rule (CMS-4201-F), and it
places the patient at significant clinical risk.

We respectfully request:

- Immediate approval of Cosentyx for this retiree under the Humana PEEHIP
MA/Part D benefit.

- A complete formulary review in terms of adequacy of all mechanisms of action
as it relates to this patient's diagnosis and other rheumatologic conditions.

- A correction of the step-therapy and prior-authorization approach being
applied to stable PEEHIP retirees in similar circumstances.

Given the potential for serious harm and the regulatory implications, we ask
that you treat this matter as urgent. We would welcome the opportunity to
discuss this case and Humana PEEHIP’s implementation of CMS-4201-F.

Sincerely,
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Aaron W. Broadwell, MD
President, Coalition of State Rheumatology Organizations (CSRO)
Phone: (414) 918-9825

Email: info@csro.info
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Madelaine A. Feldman, MD, FACR
Vice President of Advocacy & Government Affairs (CSRO)
Phone: (414) 918-9825

Email: info@csro.info
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